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Quick OverviewiBi rdi ng Cali forniab6s Centr
beenanannuale t 6 s GadverBureA tdaditiorgal wintering hot spot for thous
migratory waterfowl, we are always eager to get out there and see whabwe
some in the group this was their first time to these winterimibaleitatee drove
directly to tieacramento National Wildlife Refuge where we found thousands
comprising of Snow, Ross$ Greater WhitentedWherevew e | o a find fibck
either sitting in flooded fields or flying in the Wistanke.two difference species o
white geese so close to each other everyone soon leareasilitelttem apart.
also found several Bald Eagles and a Golden Eagle; these large raptors flying
always get the geese nervoustaitéthwks & Northern Harriersegeneinraus to
countBy the time we made it to the platform area of the auto tour it was lunch
temps were now above 35 degrees! Looking east from the platform we found
American White Pelicans, a pair afiBged Teals and a Common Gallianh®ngst
the other teals, Rimerked and Bdy Ducks. With allthese e s si ve s p¢
forgethePasserines. We shatredlauto tour with mamyerican PipitgllonRumps,
CrowrSparrows and Westdleadowlarkand wea n 6 t f oaognehat t h €
ran pasBefore we leftwet o pp e d | rcen@rtwheremmany bathgii duck
stamp& theangethen alerted us to a Peregia@heon that had just larulgside
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Images from our day at the Sacramento National Wildlife
RefugeBlue Wing TéaBrooke Miller / Peregrine FéalPaitty
Brown / Mixed flock of geese includes Snow & Rasséear
the bluenorph SnowRGreta Muller / View to the in@stta
Muller / Our Raccoon errtim, Great&Vhite Fronted Geese
NortherRirtail Ducks all by Brooke Mllernt i é . . p
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Contiued frompageilSat ur day evening we stayec
They were all ready for us whenonhe :
runincluding fantastic deli with an olive bar and evefydandyolaa imagine. They
also hava bar and restaurant and we were soon relaxing by the fire and sitting d
dinner. Sunday morning had us up with the&sammsratuse n t h d(Thai d
hunters did not know if we were towing a toilet or atipaydretenviouSolusa NWR
was moments awagdinittedly, all appreciéédwing the rules dirdinghe auto tour
from insilthe warmacs Most of the geelsadlifted and we worladthe other species
that make thésea their winter hof@eat Blue Herons, Great Egrets & &igoets were
found but a pair of Cattle Egrets was a niceesukiBelted Kingfishleng the channel
providedreat viewshorebirds included Duhkast Sandpipers, Blamsked Stilts and
Longpilled Curlew®nce we completed the loop we all took time for hot coffee an
before checking out the birds near the restroom and platform. fiyBslfEShgihe
waterfowbut those that renediincluded several EurasigadiVian€ackling Geese. A
WI s cSmipmit on quite a shaeemingly obliviousg@njoying his antigbie a Ruby
Crowned Kingfgbvided us wilglimpse of its ruby croBefore leaving we checked 1
aflock of crown sparrand also found a Fox & a Lincoln Sgzamtbw n p a g e
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Imagesrom our weekendUp at sunrise gettinget fi B iready forlthe o
dayiLi sa Myers [/ The 1 BrooeMilleraThé Ruby
j Crown Kinglet showing a glimpse of its rubyBmmike Miller / Eurasian
Wigeon & one of two Cattle HgBetoke MilleAmerican Pipit on ibe &
thebundedupgroup scanning the waters at the Colusalié&/Rlyers
Continued page 3¢é..
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Continued from paddi On our way back toBagy Areawetook& t 6 s Glavoriiroute whithyincl&eamore Slough Road. It we
here we stopped for lualohgside orchards, farmialddyaks and sycamores. This wastlyedr we found sheep in the surrounding fielc
they were joined by many Kidp#gitsAs we slowlyorked our way downdioskedountryoad we fourfmerican Robit@edar Waxwings
several species of Woodpeckers plus-hdbnedtandBarn OwRaptors were circling tiversurrounding fields and we had béiteokra a
Ferruginou§Ve were working against the sunsetfs@mbstop had us in the company of Tundra Swans and Sandhill Cranes! Both m
birds, this was a weful way to end aweekendThank you to all etk time out of their holiday schedule to be a padaaattie2013
adventurd hope you all find time to go back before thigkitdsorth to their breeding grounds. Happy Holidays!
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Image of our weekentd Whiledrivinghe auto tour we flushed a feeding F
tail Hawk. It left its duck meahentarilyBrooke Miller / The group shot w
taken by Al before we realized a Great Horned Owl was asleep in the
mistletoé Brooke Millgot the close up / We also found a Barn Owl slee
the day away in the comfort of one laigBromeke MilléParked on
Sycamore Slough Road checking out the tregstpsyersSandhill
Crames, a pair of Snow @&ldweBsoeke Millet |
¢ Al and Judy scannting horizoinPatty Brown
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